AL NEUHARTH SCHOLARSHIP

FOR EXCELLENCE IN JOURNALISM, 2015-2016
The Al Neuharth Scholarship for Excellence in Journalism, among the premier scholarships at the University of South Dakota, is a one-year renewable award for undergraduate liberal arts students at USD who demonstrate exceptional promise as journalists and who plan to pursue journalism careers upon graduation. South Dakota residents and non-residents are eligible for the award.

Scholars receive extraordinary financial support and are accepted into a journalism preparatory program that focuses on all areas of this changing field – not just print journalism but reader engagement, website, mobile, and social / multimedia. The scholarship and the program aim to attract, teach, mentor, retain and support students who show potential to become outstanding professional journalists.

Scholarship award and criteria

The scholarship award is $5,000 and is renewable. Scholars must maintain a 3.0 cumulative grade point average, must be active in producing and leading The Volante, USD’s award-winning student newspaper, must adhere to high ethical and professional standards, must participate in co-curricular training programs and activities of the Al Neuharth Media Center, must successfully complete summer newsroom internships and must intend to become journalists.

Selection process and renewals

Scholarships are awarded by the Al Neuharth Media Center Advisory Board in one-year increments beginning in the freshman year. Achievement in high school journalism and the potential to succeed as a professional journalist will be considered, along with academic performance. The Neuharth Center Advisory Board will consider renewals based on a review of student performance, involvement, goals and potential. The board recognizes that career goals change. Scholars lose eligibility if they shift to a non-journalism career path or otherwise demonstrate that journalism preparation is no longer a priority.

Application process

To be considered, students must submit a completed application and supporting materials by Jan. 5, 2015, to Chuck Baldwin, journalist in residence at the Al Neuharth Media Center. (Students can use the paper application, or the university’s general online application, found at http://admissions.usd.edu/cost-and-aid/scholarships.cfm.) Writing exercises supplied by the Neuharth Center must be completed under the supervision of a teacher or counselor and returned by the school. Finalists will be brought to the University of South Dakota campus for interviews by the board’s Scholarship Committee.

Notification

Incoming freshmen will be notified of their initial award by the Al Neuharth Media Center. In addition, the USD Student Financial Aid Office will be advised to include the Neuharth Scholarship in the recipient’s institutional aid package award letter.
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AL NEUHARTH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Application Postmark Deadline: Jan. 5, 2015
Submit to

Chuck Baldwin, Journalist in Residence
Al Neuharth Media Center, The University of South Dakota

555 Dakota St., Vermillion, S.D. 57069

(Please Print or Type)

Name___________________________________________________________ Birth Date_____________

Address_______________________________________________________________________________

Street/P.O. Box 


City 


State and ZIP Code

Telephone Number__________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Social Security Number______________________________

High School__________________________Graduation Date_____________High School GPA_________

Class Rank/ Class Size________ACT Composite _____SAT Scores (if available) Math_____Verbal_____

Please provide the Scholarship Committee with the following:

• An essay (500-word minimum) explaining your qualifications for the Neuharth Scholarship, your commitment to a

journalism career, your interest in and familiarity with USD and your experience in journalism up to now.

• High school transcript.

• At least three letters of recommendation from people familiar with your journalism work and your commitment to a journalism career.

• Eight to 10 samples of your journalism work, such as newspaper clippings, online articles or copies of stories completed for a high school class.
• Your Facebook and/or Twitter URL and handle.
• A resume listing jobs, activities, hobbies, honors/awards and contact information (cell number, email, etc.).

• This completed scholarship application and the name, signature and school address of the teacher/counselor who will supervise your writing exercises, which will be submitted later.

Instructor Verification Form

This portion of the form is to be filled out by the teacher/counselor or designee who agrees to monitor the

student’s writing exercise. Exercises will be sent to the teacher, who will schedule the supervised session. Exercises should be written on a computer.

I, ______________________, agree that I will schedule, supervise and return to the Al Neuharth Media Center the writing exercises that are mailed to my attention:

Teacher’s/Counselor’s Name_______________________________________________________________

Applicant’s Name_______________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s/Counselor’s Signature____________________________________________________________

High School Name and Address____________________________________________________________
